
The UK allocated  
much less OF ITS  
health spending to 
cancer (3.8%)
than the EU average (5%).iii3.8
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More than a third 
of lung cancer cases  
in England present as an  
emergency admission,  
where 1-YEAR survival is Less than half.iv

Late cancer  
diagnoses 
cost the  
NHS an extra  
£210 million  
each year.v
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19,200 deaths  
a year could  
be avoided  
in England if cancer incidence 
in deprived areas dropped to 
that of the best-off. vi
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Breaking the cycle in cancer care
Half of all British people (under 65 years) will receive a cancer diagnosis during their lifetime.I The NHS has set itself the target 

of radically improving cancer outcomes over the next five yearsII, while developments in the diagnosis and treatment of cancer 
have the potential to help people live better, for longer. While investment is required to enable greater efficiencies  

in the NHS, with no additional funding immediately available we need to examine how we can potentially deliver more for less. 
To do so, we need to break the negative cycle of cancer care, where a short-term approach can often lead to longer-term costs.III

There may be room  
for improvement in  
post-treatment support 
for cancer patients; currently, the 
NHS spends more than £130 million 
each year on emergency care for 
discharged cancer patients.iii, vi

Limited available 
funding for cancer 
drugs COULD RESTRICT 
PATIENT ACCESS TO NEW 
TREATMENTS LIKE IMMUNO-
THERAPIES, WHICH THE NHS 
ENGLAND CANCER STRATEGY IDENTIFIED AS  
potential ‘game changers’.vi

There are shortages  
of oncologists, pathologists, 
radiologists and cancer nurse 
specialists in England.iii

Fact sheet produced by

The total cost of cancer  
to the UK is estimated at  

a year – and only a third of that is  
direct healthcare expenditure.iii

£16 billion

50,000 people of working age  
die from cancer each year, 
costing the UK  
economy an estimated 
£585 million.vii

£585M
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